Meadowbrooklet
School Year 2022 - 2023

Welcome Back Meadowbrook Stars!
Welcome back students. We can't
wait to see you back in school. We've
got lots of fun events planned for
this coming school year!

Important Dates
Aug 10 - New Family
Orientation

Aug 15 - Meet your

Teacher (Kindergarten)
Aug 16 - Meet your

Teacher (Grades 1-5)
Aug 17 - First Day of
School

Checkout www.meadowbrookpto.com for more information!

A Parent's "Back-to-school" Guide
Welcome to the Meadowbrook Family!

The Meadowbrook PTO is here to support and encourage communication between
students, families, our school and the community.
More than ever we want to promote a closer relationship between our families and
our school to help enrich our children's educational and developmental
experiences.

What's inside the Meadowbrooklet?
We know getting back to school is a busy time. So we're here to help by providing
you a resource to have all the information you will need!
Letter from our new Principal: Ms. Ericka Garza
Meadowbrook 2022-23 Staff
How to get online using the Meadowbrook PTO website and mobile app
Information on various PTO committees
Upcoming events at Meadowbrook

Important Dates to remember:
August 10 6:00pm - New Family Orientation
August 15 1:00 - 3:30pm - Meet the Teacher (Kindergarten)
1:00 - 2:30pm - Kona Ice Truck

August 16 1:00 - 3:30pm - Meet the Teacher (Grades 1 - 5)
1:00 - 2:30pm - Kona Ice Truck
Room Parent Luncheon

August 17 8:30 am - First Day of School!

From the desk of the Principal
Hello, Meadowbrook Community!

We are extremely excited to begin the
2022-23 school year. Welcome back to our

returning families, and a special welcome to all
of our new Meadowbrook families. I want to take

this opportunity to thank you all for the kind
welcomes I have received since my acceptance
of the role of principal at Meadowbrook. We hope to
fill the school year with wonderful memories for all of our
students!
As usual, our teachers have been participating in staff development throughout the
summer, and are eager to implement their learning in the classrooms. We will be in
our third year of implementing our current math program, Bridges. We have
learned so much about the program and how to utilize all of its supportive
components in maximizing teaching and learning. Our math data has grown
significantly, and we look forward to seeing a continued upward trend. We have
several new staff members this school year:
New Teachers

Kalina Vnoucek - Kindergarten Teacher
Liz Cummins - Kindergarten Teacher
Sandy Broderick - First Grade Teacher
Lisa Russell - Second Grade Teacher
Carrie McElvain - Fourth Grade Teacher
Kate Robison - Special Education Teacher
Rachel Scherer - Spanish Teacher (FT)
Marieli Urquiza - Spanish Teacher (FT)
Carrie O'Connell - Interventionist
Emily Petway - .2 Music Teacher
Heather Havlicek - .2 Art Teacher
Jenna Garcia - Instrumental Music
Alex Hibbard-Brown - Instrumental Music
Jame Zimniok - Instrumental Music

New Support Staff:

Grace Schwandner (Kim)
Tracy Vogel (Cummins)
Lisa Parciak (Farris/Rick)
Katie Coogan (Broderick)
Linda Badesch (Silver)
Riley Nakfoor (Tampier)
Cindy Rowan (C McElvain)
Seth Rosenbaum (Yanai)
Amy Miller (Special Education)

It is a tremendous honor to be the principal at Meadowbrook. I look forward to
supporting our staff and students as we create spaces of trust in which everyone
can grow their brains. Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we’ll see you soon!
Ericka Garza

2022-23 Meadowbrook Teachers
Meet the Teachers of Meadowbrook School. If you need to reach out to any of the
Teachers via email, please visit the District 28 Meadowbrook Staff page

Kindergarten

First Grade

Christine Kim
Jen Ladd
Kalina Vnoucek
Maria Scott
Liz Cummins

Britanny Farris / Terese Rick
Natalie Krsek
Shana Silver
Lauren Israel
Sandy Broderick

Second Grade

Third Grade

Lisa Russell
Katie Schmitt
Maggie McElvain
Jean Viviano

Kara Barus
Jamie Flood
Lori Morrissey
Alli Tampier

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Jamie Goodsnyder
Carrie McElvain
Katy Wetter
Hillary Yanai

Michelle Hitzman
Jessica Lifshitz
Kathryn Mazarella
Killeen Nass

A message from the PTO Board
Dear Meadowbrook Families,
We are very excited to begin the new school year and have been working
hard on coordinating events, activities and programs that will enhance our
students' educational experiences and bring the Meadowbrook families together.
All families are members of the PTO. PTO dues are
$10 per family. All District 28 PTOs have a website
and a mobile app where you can manage your
account, purchase PTO-related items and sign up
to volunteer.
PTO Meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of each month at 9:00am. Check
www.meadowbrookpto.com for the exact dates.
Every Friday is "Spirit Day". Students and staff are
encouraged to wear Meadowbrook gear or wear
red and gray on Fridays to promote school spirit.
We are always looking for volunteers. There really
is a volunteer position that can fit every schedule. If
you are interested in getting more involved, please
visit Meadowbrookpto.com and select Volunteer.

If you ever have any questions, comments or suggestions
please do not hesitate to contact us. We are here to help
make the school year run smoothly for you.
Kathy McNamara

PTO Board Members

Kathy McNamara
President
Emily Hoesly
Treasurer
Laura Jaeger
VP Fundraising
Megan Watters
VP Programs

Erin Dineen
VP Room Parents
Christina Andersen
Communications Secretary
Kate Sweas
Recording Secretary
Donna Sabin
Website Manager

PTO Website and Mobile App
All District 28 PTOs have a website and mobile app. Manage your account, pay
online, sign up to volunteer or contribute to our Hassle Free Fundraiser by going to
www.meadowbrookpto.com

Get started by visiting www.meadowbrookpto.com
1. Login to your account
You can also access the link from district28pto.com website “home” tab.
Greenbriar, Westmoor, Meadowbrook, Northbrook Junior High and the
District PTO all have their own websites.
New Families - Families new to the district will receive an email with
instructions on how to login to the website.
Returning Families - Use your existing login credentials from previous
school years.
If you forgot your password you can go to www.meadowbrookpto.com
and click login. In the bottom right corner of the screen, enter your e-mail
address and click reset password. Any questions, please contact Donna
Sabin at donnasabin43@gmail.com
2. Verify your student(s) information.
3. Pay for Meadowbrook PTO dues for the school year:
4. Check your email confirmation:
You should receive two (2) emails with the following
subject lines "Your Meadowbrook PTO Order Receipt"
and "School Directory App Registration Key"
If you already have the current version of the App,
you do not need to reinstall. Just go to “Settings”,
choose “Account Setup”, hit the SAVE button and
resave your username and password to refresh and
reactivate the App. If you are a “NEW” user, download
the App via the provided link and install the latest
version on your Android or Apple device. Once
installed, follow the prompts to enter your username
(email address) and password to activate the App.
Your PTO dues activation is good for up to 3 devices.

Scan the QR code to
download the app

PTO Programs and Fundraisers
Project RED: Respect Everyone's Differences
Project Red is an ongoing effort to educate the Meadowbrook community to
understand and "Respect Everyone's Differences." Through various activities,
students will be empowered to accept and include others, despite their cultural
differences, ability levels or life preferences.
Committee Chair:
Regina Aniolowski (rhasse85@gmail.com)
Karyn Tefka (karyntefka@yahoo.com)

Spirit Days
Approximately every other Friday we will have Spirit
Days at Meadowbrook. Students and staff (and
parents!) are encouraged to wear Meadowbrook
spirit wear or the color red. Our PTO coordinates spirit
wear purchasing and has organized some great
options for this year. Orders can be placed via the PTO
website.

Spirit Days
September 9
October 7
November 11
December 9
January 6
February 10
March 10
April 14
May 12

Sports Team
Tie Die
Crazy Hair and Socks
Favorite Book or Movie
Character
Wear all one color
Pajama
College
Dress as your future self
Beach

Special Lunch
Meadowbrook PTO has hired school lunch management service, Marla’s Lunch to
deliver a freshly made hot lunch to Meadowbrook on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Please visit the PTO website for more information on how to order.
Committee Chair:
Laura Jaeger (laura.ranquist@gmail.com)

Pizza Day
Aside from Marla's lunch, Meadowbrook PTO also offers a Pizza day on most
Thursdays. Pizza day is ordered from NY Slices in Highland Park. NY slice is a
peanut free facility and gluten-free pizza is also available. Please visit the PTO
website for more information on how to order.
Committee Chair:
Hilary Deutsch (hilsink@gmail.com)

PTO Programs and Fundraisers
New Family Liaison
PTO Volunteers are ready to welcome new families to Meadowbrook by checking in
after your child has started Meadowbrook. They can deliver information and help
answer any questions you may have. They also place a “A Meadowbrook Star lives
here” sign in your yard prior to school starting. If you prefer NOT to have the sign,
contact the chair listed below.
Committee Chair:
Shirley Singh (shirleysingh77@gmail.com)

Birthday Signs
Join us as we help students celebrate their birthdays and raise money for the PTO.
We will decorate your front lawn with a festive display of signs on your child’s
birthday. Once signs are placed on your lawn, do not remove them. Committee
members will remove the signs either the evening of the day of the birthday or the
day after.
$20 per birthday (if purchased by September 1)
$25 per birthday (after September 1)
Committee Chair:
Laura Jaeger (laura.ranquist@gmail.com)
Kelly Lee (kellycummingslee@gmail.com)

PTO Committee Chairs
If you would like to get involved in any of these PTO committees,, Please visit our
"Committees Page" at www.meadowbrookpto.com
Back-to-school
Art Show
Parent's Night out
Birthday Signs
Book Fair
Fifth Grade Breakfast, Awards and
Celebration
Fifth Grade Year Book and Slideshow
Pizza Day

Food and Allergy Committee
General Volunteer Pool
HOH 5K Walk/Run and Fun Run
Hospitality
Ice Cream Social and Family Picnic
Meadowbrooklet
New Family Liaisons
Special Lunch (Marla's Lunch)

Hassle Free Fundraiser
The Hassle Free Fundraiser is an opportunity for families to support Meadowbrook
by simply making a donation. In the past, Hassle Free Fundraising donations have
been used to support student programs, family events and contributions to
community events.
Our funds will continue to support grants as our
dedicated teachers come up with new, innovative
classroom or online tools to help our Stars learn. But we’ll
also change it up a bit and teacher support might
include:
A special boxed lunch
A visit from the ice cream truck
Individual spa items to take home and relax
The PTO is dedicated to supporting teachers, staff, and
students, and finding the best use for the funds we raise. The
PTO and the Meadowbrook Staff are grateful for any amount
you are able to give!

You can donate to the Hassle Free Fundraiser at www.meadowbrookpto.com

Upcoming Events
Coffee with the Principal

Scholastic Book Fair

Fall Fest

Ms. Garza will fill you in on the
everyday school happenings
as well as answer questions in
a casual atmosphere.

We kick-off the start of the school
year with family-friendly
entertainment in the big gym, as well
as an opportunity to visit the
Scholastic Book Fair with your
children.

Bring the entire family for this
annual festival. You’ll enjoy food,
entertainment, and fun activities.

August 24th

Curriculum Night
September 7th

Curriculum Night will be held
in-person this year! Parents
can choose to attend one of
two identical sessions with
their child's teacher, either
6:30-6:55 or 7:00-7:25

September 19-22

October 7th

